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contemplated division of their extensive territory into a
northern and a southern Colony.
Nor is it surprising that such should have been the ulti-
mate conclusion of such a debate. The inhabitants of
countries recently and imperfectly settled are exposed to
few greater social evils than that of the remoteness of the seat
of Government from large bodies of the settlers. The effect
is virtually to disfranchise a large proportion, if not a
majority of the Colonists, by excluding them from any share
in the management of public affairs, and in the inspection
and control of the conduct of their rulers. In such circum-
stances the inconveniences of the centralisation of all the
powers of Government are experienced in their utmost force.
The population of the districts most distant from the metro-
polis are compelled to entrust the representation of their
persons and the care of their local interests to settled
residents at that metropolis, who possess but a very slight
knowledge of their constituents and a faint sympathy with
their peculiar pursuits and wants.
"We propose therefore that Parliament should be recom-
mended to authorise the division of the existing Colony of
New South Wales into a northern and a southern Province.
Sydney would be the capital of the northern division, which
would retain the present name of New South Wales. Mel-
bourne would be the capital of the southern division, on
which we would humbly advise that Your Majesty should
be graciously pleased to confer the name of Victoria . . .
The line of demarcation between New South Wales and
Victoria would coincide with the existing boundary between
the two districts into which for certain purposes the Colony
is already divided. It would commence at Cape How, pursue
a straight line to the nearest source of the river Murray, and
follow the course of that river as far as the boundary which
now divides New South Wales from South Australia.
In each of the two proposed provinces of New South
Wales and Victoria/ we apprehend that provision ought now